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           Massive Messiah from Scratch
                Sunday January 29th 2012 – Ashville College

Almost everyone knows someone whose life has been affected by the effects of some form of cancer – a friend or a relation who has suffered from or lost their fight with the disease. Having suffered cancer myself which resulted in me requiring major surgery some four years ago I am keen to do something that will help to make a difference. 

Handel’s great oratorio Messiah has, since its earliest years, been associated with charitable fund raising and I am organising a ‘Messiah from Scratch’ concert at Ashville College on Sunday January 29th, 2012 to raise money for Marie Curie Cancer Care (MCCC). Marie Curie Cancer Care provides nurses to support patients, families and carers so that terminally ill cancer patients can die in the comfort and familiarity of their own homes. 
I want to make this an extraordinary community event. In 2010 we raised £8000 with a choir of around 300 singers drawn from Wetherby Choral Society, Ripon Choral Society, the Ashville Singers and a whole host of other choirs. Wetherby Pro Musica are providing the accompaniment and four professional soloists are giving their services and I would like to at least match this again. 

If you simply wish to sing or listen on the day of the concert that is fine, but I will run three rehearsals for Ashville pupils, parents and anyone who wishes to get a little help beforehand in learning some of the notes, and I will be asking members of Wetherby and Ripon Choral Societies to join this group to help to teach the notes more quickly. These rehearsals are on Fridays 13th 20th & 27th January from 7.00-8.30p.m. in the Memorial Hall at Ashville College. Attendance at these rehearsals is not obligatory. 
The cost for any adult either to sing in the huge choir or to listen is £10 and I would be grateful to those who are tax payers if they would complete the attached Gift Aid form. I would like school age pupils to decide for themselves what a suitable level of donation may be and it would be wonderful if they felt they could manage to make a £10 donation towards this worthy cause. 

The timetable for the day is as follows:-

1.00p.m. choral rehearsal

2.30p.m. soloists rehearsal – break for refreshments

3.30p.m. performance 

4.30p.m. interval with refreshments

6.15p.m. finish
Smart casual dress will be very acceptable for the occasion. Please bring your own copy if you have one – any edition will suit. Copies will be available if you do not have one. 
There are several ways in which anyone can be involved.
1. By singing.


2. By listening
3. By making on open donation

4. By publicising the event to your friends and inviting more singers to join in. 

I look forward to meeting, greeting and making music with you on January 29th 2012.
John Dunford 

Conductor
Massive Messiah from Scratch

Application Form
Return to John Dunford, Director of Music, Ashville College, Harrogate, HG2 9JP
Name 






 (printed)

Contact details: 
Phone number 



e-mail address 





I am school age 
YES / NO 
if yes, I attend 




 (school name)
I wish to:- 
sing in the Massive Messiah from Scratch 




YES / NO

attend as a member of the audience at Massive Messiah from Scratch
YES / NO

make an open donation towards the chosen charity 



YES / NO

Voice part (if applicable) 
Soprano   /   Alto   /   Tenor   /   Bass


I have sung Messiah before



YES / NO

I have my own copy of the music 


YES / NO

I require a copy of the music



YES / NO 
I wish to join the rehearsals at Ashville College  
YES / NO

(if yes, please indicate which dates below) 


Friday January 13th 7.00-8.30p.m.


YES / NO

Friday January 19th 7.00-8.30p.m.


YES / NO

Friday January 27th 7.00-8.30p.m.


YES / NO

Costs are 

· £10 for singers and audience (please feel free to increase this sum)

· Open donations are unlimited 

· School age pupils may choose an amount to donate

Cheques should be made payable to ‘ASHVILLE COLLEGE’ 

I enclose a cheque for £ 

  for my participation in the Massive Messiah from Scratch 

Signed 






(please complete the Gift Aid form attached if you are a tax payer and send it with this completed application form and your cheque)
Gift Aid declaration

Name of charity: Marie Curie Cancer Care
Please treat the enclosed single one-off gift as a Gift Aid donation
I am a UK income tax and/or capital gains tax payer at least equal to the tax that the charity will reclaim on my donation in the tax year.

My donation is to Marie Curie Cancer Care 

I enclose a cheque to ‘Ashville College’ for £ _________ as a single one-off payment.

Donor’s details (Please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS)
Title ( Ms / Mrs / Miss / Mr )

Initials 




Surname 







Address 





















 Post code 



Telephone 




  Mobile 






Date        /       /       
Signature 






